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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 01 /06/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues, "[independent claims 1 and 23 both recite storing context 
information relating to the transaction that indicates a context of the user within the 
transaction. Neither Alloul nor Kitsukawa, nor the combination of Alloul and Kitsukawa, 
disclose or suggest this limitation". Kitsukawa fails to teach context information in 
conjunction with a shopping cart. Kitsukawa does, however, teach context information 
with respect to a product. The disclosed advertising information is interpreted to be a 
broadcast segment by virtue of the fact that is segmented data transmitted over a 
broadcast network (Col 5, Lines 29-55; Col 7, Lines 45-47). 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). Applicant argues, 
"...Kitsukawa teaches away from Alloul. Kitsukawa involves the deferred viewing of 
stored advertising information. A person who has deferred the viewing of an 
advertisement would not be motivated to initiate and subsequently defer a transaction 
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relating to the advisement. To the contrary, presumably one who has deferred viewing 
an advertisement has not yet been persuaded to initiate a purchase transaction. 
Otherwise, there would be no need for further viewing of the advertisement". Alloul 
teaches a shopping cart and the retrieval of data related to products. Kitsukawa 
discloses storing advertisement information, which is a mechanism for electronically 
ordering the associated item (Col 3, Lines 4-5). Consequently, the user defers a 
transaction relating to the advisement. 

Applicant argues, "[t]here is no teaching, suggestion, or motivation provided by 
Kitsukawa for capturing, storing, or retrieving the snapshot, as required by claim 40". 
The Examiner interprets the advertising information to a snapshot of a "broadcast 
segment". Kitsukawa discloses capturing (Col 6, Lines 51-54), storing (Col 7, Lines 45- 
47), and retrieving (Col 7, Lines 49-53) the snapshot. 

Applicant argues that Kitsukawa "... even if Kitsukawa could somehow be 
considered sufficient to meet the limitation of capturing a snapshot of a broadcast 
segment, it does not do so 'in response to the command to defer the transaction,' as 
required by claim 40". The advertising information is selected for storage by the user, 
where the advertising information is a mechanism for electronically ordering the 
associated item (which meets the recited limitation). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,3,5, 7-9, 23-28, 30-36 and 38-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) 
as being unpatentable over Kitsukawa et al in view of Alloul et al (US Pat No 
6,032,130). 

In regard to claim 1 , the claimed steps of "presenting a broadcast segment as 
part of an interactive television transmission receiving with the broadcast segment" and 
"receiving with the broadcast segment supplemental information related to a transaction 
involving the broadcast segment" are met by Figures 2-3 and 5. "The advertising 
information may be received simultaneously with the scenes in which the identified 
items corresponding to the advertising information appear, but the embodiment is not so 
limited. Furthermore, the advertising information may be received prior to receipt of the 
scenes or television programs in which the identified items corresponding to the 
advertising information appear, in which case the advertising information is stored along 
with timing data that links the advertising information to the corresponding scene or 
program" (Col 6, Lines 51-60). Kitsukawa discloses responsive to a first command 
received from a user input device, locally storing the supplemental information received 
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prior to the first command and responsive to a second command received from the user 
input device and subsequent to presenting at least a portion of the broadcast segment, 
retrieving the locally-stored information associated with the transaction and using the 
retrieved information to resume the transaction (See Figure 5-7). "If the advertising 
information is selected for storage, operation continues at step 416, at which the 
advertising information is stored. The stored advertisement mode of one embodiment 
causes specified portions of the advertising information to be stored. The stored 
advertising information may be recalled and viewed at a time that is different from the 
display time of the scene in which the corresponding advertised item appears, but the 
embodiment is not so limited" (Col 7, Lines 45-53). The stored supplemental 
information is equivocal to the supplemental information. "In the displayed program 
scene 502, for example, advertising information is available for the chair 51 1 in which 
the actor 590 is sitting by selecting the corresponding chair icon advertising mark 521 . 
Advertising information is available for the hat 512 worn by the actor 590 by selecting 
the corresponding hat icon advertising mark 522. Advertising information is available for 
the hat 513 worn by the child actor 592 by selecting the corresponding hat icon 
advertising mark 523" (Col 8, Lines 58-66). Kitsukawa fails to disclose placing items in 
a shopping cart for display the items, initiating a transaction, partially conducting the 
transaction and automatically deferring the transaction and responsive to a users 
selection, retrieving context information to resume the partially completed transactions. 
Alloul teaches placing items in a shopping cart for display the items, initiating a 
transaction, partially conducting the transaction and automatically deferring the 
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transaction and responsive to a users selection, retrieving context information to resume 
the transaction so as to give the user more time to save up money to complete the 
transaction and to organize deferred partially completed transactions (Col 8, Lines 30- 
45; Col 6, Lines 6-19). Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Kitsukawa with placing items in a shopping cart for display the 
items and responsive to a users selection, retrieving context information to resume the 
transaction so as organize deferred transactions. 

In regard to claim 3, the claimed step of "the broadcast segment comprises a 
commercial" is met by that discussed above for claim 1 . 

In regard to claim 5, Kitsukawa discloses storing advertisement and recalling for 
the user to view a later time. The advertisement is "streamed" to the display device 
from the storage. 

In regard to claim 7, the claimed steps of "prompting for a selection to complete 
the transition or to view additional context information" and "in response to the selection 
completing the transaction or providing the additional context information" are met by 
Figure 4-6. "The advertising information for a particular item is selected for display by 
moving a cursor 599 or other pointer to the corresponding advertising mark and 
selecting the mark. The cursor control comprises a remote control device and a mouse, 
but the embodiment is not so limited. The advertising information displayed for an item 
may comprise, but is not limited to, manufacturer's information, dealer information, 
service information, specification information, cost information, and availability" (Col 8, 
Lines 41-49). 
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In regard to claim 8, the claimed step of "prompting for user selection to conduct 
the transaction or to defer the transaction" is met by Figure 5-7 of Kitsukawa. "If the 
advertising information is selected for storage, operation continues at step 416, at which 
the advertising information is stored. The stored advertisement mode of one 
embodiment causes specified portions of the advertising information to be stored. The 
stored advertising information may be recalled and viewed at a time that is different 
from the display time of the scene in which the corresponding advertised item appears, 
but the embodiment is not so limited" (Col 7, Lines 45-53). 

In regard to claim 9, Kitsukawa discloses that the advertisement information may 
include electronic links over the Internet to product manufactures and dealers. The 
reference is silent with respect to the system connecting to a communications network. 
However, the examiner takes Official Notice to a system connecting to a 
communications network so as to connect to electronic links. Consequently, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Kitsukawa with 
connecting to a communications network so as to connect to electronic links. 

In regard to claim 23, the claimed steps of "receiving a broadcast segment 
including supplemental information sufficient for conducting at least a portion of a 
transaction" is met by Figures 2-3 and 5. "The advertising information may be received 
simultaneously with the scenes in which the identified items corresponding to the 
advertising information appear, but the embodiment is not so limited. Furthermore, the 
advertising information may be received prior to receipt of the scenes or television 
programs in which the identified items corresponding to the advertising information 
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appear, in which case the advertising information is stored along with timing data that 
links the advertising information to the corresponding scene or program" (Col 6, Lines 
51-60). The claimed step of "notifying a user that the transaction is available" is met by 
Figure 3-4. "If an advertisement mode is selected, operation continues at step 408, at 
which the viewer is alerted when advertising information is available for an item 
displayed in a scene of the television program broadcast" (Col 7, Lines 9-13). The 
claimed steps of "receiving a user command to defer the transaction", "storing the 
supplemental information", "storing context information relating to the transaction", 
"deferring the transaction", "receiving a user command to resume the deferred 
transaction" and "retrieving the stored supplemental information and context 
information" are met by Figures 2-3 and 5. "If the advertising information is selected for 
storage, operation continues at step 416, at which the advertising information is stored. 
The stored advertisement mode of one embodiment causes specified portions of the 
advertising information to be stored. The stored advertising information may be recalled 
and viewed at a time that is different from the display time of the scene in which the 
corresponding advertised item appears, but the embodiment is not so limited" (Col 7, 
Lines 45-53). The claimed step of "using the supplemental information and context 
information to resume the deferred transaction from the point at which it was deferred 
and restore the user's context within the transaction" is met by Figures 5-7. "The 
advertising information for a particular item is selected for display by moving a cursor 
599 or other pointer to the corresponding advertising mark and selecting the mark. The 
cursor control comprises a remote control device and a mouse, but the embodiment is 
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not so limited. The advertising information displayed for an item may comprise, but is 
not limited to, manufacturer's information, dealer information, service information, 
specification information, cost information, and availability" (Col 8, Lines 41-49). "In the 
displayed program scene 502, for example, advertising information is available for the 
chair 511 in which the actor 590 is sitting by selecting the corresponding chair icon 
advertising mark 521. Advertising information is available for the hat 512 worn by the 
actor 590 by selecting the corresponding hat icon advertising mark 522. Advertising 
information is available for the hat 513 worn by the child actor 592 by selecting the 
corresponding hat icon advertising mark 523" (Col 8, Lines 58-66). Kitsukawa fails to 
disclose placing items in a shopping cart for display the items, initiating a transaction, 
partially conducting the transaction and automatically deferring the transaction and 
responsive to a users selection, retrieving context information to resume the partially 
completed transactions. Alloul teaches placing items in a shopping cart for display the 
items, initiating a transaction, partially conducting the transaction and automatically 
deferring the transaction and responsive to a users selection, retrieving context 
information to resume the transaction so as to give the user more time to save up 
money to complete the transaction and to organize deferred partially completed 
transactions (Col 8, Lines 30-45; Col 6, Lines 6-19). Consequently, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Kitsukawa with placing items in a 
shopping cart for display the items and responsive to a users selection, retrieving 
context information to resume the transaction so as organize deferred transactions. 
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In regard to claims 24 and 28, Kitsukawa discloses that the supplemental 
information comprises storing a URL of a website. "In one embodiment, the advertising 
information may comprise electronic catalogs that contain information on additional 
products and services offered by the particular manufacturer and dealer, electronic links 
to electronic catalogs, electronic links to product manufacturers and dealers that 
comprise electronic mail and voice massaging links, and electronic links over the 
Internet to the Web pages of product manufacturers and dealers, but the embodiment is 
not so limited" (Col 8, Lines 49-57). 

In regard to claim 25, Kitsukawa discloses storing timing information which is 
interpreted to be a trigger. The reference fails to explicitly disclose that the timing 
information is and ATVEF trigger. However, the examiner takes Official Notice that is 
notoriously well known in the art to use ATVEF triggers so as to provide interactive 
video that is interoperable. Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to implement Kitsukawa so as to provide interactive video that is 
interoperable. 

In regard to claim 26, the claimed step of "storing the supplemental information 
comprises locally storing the supplemental information within a set top box" is met by 
Figure 1 (See Col 7, Lines 40-53). 

In regard to claim 27, as discussed above for claim 23, the use may enter 
information into storage for later retrieval. 

Claims 30-32 are met by that discussed for claim 5. 
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In regard to claim 33, Alloul discloses storing a current action within a set of 
actions of the transaction such as payment method (see Col 8, Lines 53-63). 

In regard to claim 34, the claimed step of "storing the context information 
comprises locally storing the context information within a set top box" is met by Figure 1 . 
"The computer system 100 further comprises a random access memory (RAM) or other 
dynamic storage device in main memory 104 coupled to the bus 101 for storing 
information and instructions to be executed by the processor 109. The computer system 
100 further comprises a read only memory (ROM) 106, or other static storage device, 
coupled to the bus 101 for storing static information and instructions for the processor 
109. A data storage device 107, such as a magnetic disk or optical disk and a 
corresponding disk drive, is coupled to the bus 101" (Col 4, Lines 31-41). 

In regard to claim 35, the claimed step of "presenting an audio indicator of the 
availably of the transaction" is disclosed. "If an advertisement mode is selected, 
operation continues at step 408, at which the viewer is alerted when advertising 
information is available for an item displayed in a scene of the television program 
broadcast. The viewer alert comprises a tone and at least one displayed mark, wherein 
the displayed mark may be superimposed over the broadcast of the television program 
on the screen, but the embodiment is not so limited" (Col 7, Lines 9-16). 

Claim 36 is met by that discussed above for claim 23. 

In regard to claim 38-39, Kitsukawa in view of Alloul automatically defer (Alloul: 
automatically deferring) the transaction in response to the completion of the broadcast 
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segment (Kitsukawa: Broadcast segment: Col 7, Lines 41-53), where the advertising 
information is used for live television commercials (Col 6, Lines 46-58). 

In regard to claims 40-41, the claimed steps of "receiving a broadcast segment 
including supplemental information for conducting a transaction", "receiving a command 
to defer the transaction", "in response to the command to defer the transaction capturing 
a snapshot of at least a portion of the broadcast segment relating to the transaction", 
"locally storing the snapshot within a set top box" and "deferring the transaction" are met 
by Figures 2-3 and 5. "The advertising information may be received simultaneously with 
the scenes in which the identified items corresponding to the advertising information 
appear, but the embodiment is not so limited. Furthermore, the advertising information 
may be received prior to receipt of the scenes or television programs in which the 
identified items corresponding to the advertising information appear, in which case the 
advertising information is stored along with timing data that links the advertising 
information to the corresponding scene or program" (Col 6, Lines 51-60). The claimed 
steps of "receiving a command to resume the deferred transaction", "retrieving the 
locally-stored snapshot" and "presenting the retrieved snapshot to restore a user's 
context in the transaction" are met by Figure 5-7. "If the advertising information is 
selected for storage, operation continues at step 416, at which the advertising 
information is stored. The stored advertisement mode of one embodiment causes 
specified portions of the advertising information to be stored. The stored advertising 
information may be recalled and viewed at a time that is different from the display time 
of the scene in which the corresponding advertised item appears, but the embodiment is 
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not so limited" (Col 7, Lines 45-53). Kitsukawa fails to disclose placing items in a 
shopping cart for display the items, initiating a transaction, partially conducting the 
transaction and automatically deferring the transaction and responsive to a users 
selection, retrieving context information to resume the partially completed transactions. 
Alloul teaches placing items in a shopping cart for display the items, initiating a 
transaction, partially conducting the transaction and automatically deferring the 
transaction and responsive to a users selection, retrieving context information to resume 
the transaction so as to give the user more time to save up money to complete the 
transaction and to organize deferred partially completed transactions (Col 8, Lines 30- 
45; Col 6, Lines 6-19). Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Kitsukawa with placing items in a shopping cart for display the 
items and responsive to a users selection, retrieving context information to resume the 
transaction so as organize deferred transactions. 

In regard to claim 42, Alloul discloses that the user may add or remove items for 
the shopping cart, by receiving user input. 

In regard to claim 43, the shopping cart disclosed in Alloul provides the user with 
transaction status information. 

4. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kitsukawa et al in view of Alloul et al and further in view of Voyticky et al. 

In regard to claims 29, the combined teaching fails to explicitly disclose storing 
content retrieved from websites. Voyticky teaches storing content retrieved from 
websites so as to provide the user with additional information regarding the product. 
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"The server 107 then determines an assortment of products that were displayed on the 
user's television 102 when the user pressed the event button on the remote 105, for 
each press of the event button. This is accomplished by referencing a previously 
inputted product data base that indicates which products appear in the program being 
watched, and the times that they appear (measured in program time). The central 
server 107 then sends information about this assortment of products back to the home 
computer 106 via the Internet. This can be accomplished, for example, by sending a 
web page or database to the home computer 106" (Col 6, Lines 43-55). Consequently, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the combined 
teaching to retrieve content from websites so as to provide the user with additional 
information regarding the product. 

5. Claim 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kitsukawa et al in view of Alloul et al and further in view of Von Kohorn (US Pat No 
5,227,874). 

In regard to claim 37, the combined teaching discloses displaying a list of list of 
deferred transactions. However, the combined teaching fails to disclose a list of 
previously completed and cancelled transactions. Von Kohorn teaches generating a 
purchase history by storing information indicative of previous user transactions so as to 
allow for the targeting of future advertisements. Consequently, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the combined teaching generating a 
list of previously completed and cancelled transactions for the stated advantage. 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JM 

March 15, 2006 



/ john miller 
supervisory patent examiner 
technology center 2600 




